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11('(')\occupicù by UIC mi1it;u'y t1lat \\'c1'o .. stati~ncù thcrc in onlcl' t.,
.chcck tho l80wlcss 80ndungovcrnn.blo tcmpcr of thc pcoplc." Thc fl:\\"
ß<,ut1emcn of T!lrlc's 1s]8011<1]11].(1for somo timo ndoptccl " tho lauda1JII-

. plan of nssomblmg t1101'o011~unùn.)'!Iwhcl1 thc Liturgy tJ was ., U!'I'"
nnd a Sennon read out of somo approvéd author tJ [31]. A suppl)' of
Biblcs and Pmyer Books from tho ~ociety proved very acceptabIe to
u the. poor peoplo the1'o,tJ who tI 8011fn.ithful1y promised to read them
with attention)" and oue William Da.rrel, "a. very decent and well
di8posod negro" opcncd a 8undn.y 8chool and taught his coùntry-
men gro.tis [82]. In his first yca.r's ministry in Lon'"' IsIa.nd }Ir.
ROSE' baptized 14 Whites and 24 "Bla.cks, Mulattoes, OMustees and
Dustee~.tJ The negroes there hn.d been tI misled by str80ngedoctrines."
They ~alled themsolves "Bapti8ts, the fol1owe1'sof 8t. John," a.ndwe1'~
" not 80 happy 8011<1contented .. a.s in other parts of. the West lndies.
though Ue\'ory induIgcnoo a.nd humanity" were "exercised towards
them by their Mnsters." Their preachers, black men, were Uartful
a.nd designing maldng a merchandize of Religion." One of them was
!' so impioul ..as to proclaim th80the had " had a familiar conve1's8otion
with tbe Ahaighty," and to point out the pla.ce whe1'e he had seen
Him. At certain times in the year tb6 blackp1'eacbcrsusedto U drive
numbers of negroes into the sea and dip them by way of baptism," for
which they ex10rted 80dollar; 01'8tolen goods [33J.

Previous1y to Mr. Rose's arrival an attempt "to check tbeir pro-
" ceedings'~ occa.sioned some of the slaves 10 "8obscond and conceal

themse1vesin' the woods," and in consequence u many of their masters
~ .~'ac~y counteracted a.ll 'his diligence and zeal . . . for the.promotionofreligion and mora1s." At the verytime that U superStition
.. ~d fanaticism .. appeared to be yielding 10 his teaching the "proceed-

~ ings" of. the blacks were "more abominable but more sec1'etly con-
aucted~' [84]. "After various attempts ... 10 prevail on his
parishioners 10receive the Communion, he at last .. on August 23, 1801,
" administered to tl11'ee,ex'clusive of 11is own famHy" [35]. In the
.same year he visited Exuma at a time when the p1anters hn.d assem-
bled their. negroes (about 400) at a pond for the purpose of raking
salt. "A canopy was erected under which the gentlemen and ladies

.of the ~untry took their seats and he preached to them," "He was
higbly gråtüied by the chearfulness with which ,) the negroes "went
througli. their daily u.,sk." "In the celebmtion of ~è Babbath they
observed*he utmost decorum, and seemed 10be very pious in their devo-
tion~'!.;!' tlPO~ 8eeing and contemplating their situátion both in a tem-
'poral àn~ spiritual light" he ventured the opinion .. that he would
rather be a sIave in the Bahamas than a poor free cottager in Eng-
land ., [86].

In 1802 Mr. Rose removed his residence to Exuma, and on Christ-
m8os~Daydedicated "the new Church." After having offici8otedso
.long" in old, .uninbabited houses in Long Island . . .he f~lt.in ~e
discharge of his duty under a consecrated house a renovation.. as lt
were, of the clergyman." The inha.bitants then consisted of 140
wmtes, 86 ~'free people," and 1)078 negro and other s1aves. On his
first coming many of the negroes " caUed themselves the followers of
Mahomet," but these. with other blaoks, he baptized 10the number of
03 adults a.nd 41 infants in less than a yea.r. He a1s0formed some of
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Reverend Rose was delighted at the slave's lot in the Bahamas. It would seem from his account and
others that slaves in the Bahamas were generally wel1 treated and cared for.
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